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The President’s News Conference With Chancellor Angela Merkel of
Germany
June 26, 2009

President Obama. Willkommen. It’s my plea-
sure to welcome Chancellor Merkel to the
White House. We had a very productive discus-
sion in the Oval Office, and our meetings will
continue this afternoon.

Chancellor Merkel’s visit is the latest chapter
in the long partnership between our two coun-
tries: the service of our men and women in uni-
form, who stood together through a long cold
war and who serve today in Afghanistan; the in-
novation of our entrepreneurs, who helped to
sustain our economies; and the bonds of friend-
ship and trust between our people, which are
unbreakable.

In recent months, I’ve come to appreciate
these bonds through my partnership with
Chancellor Merkel. We’ve worked closely to-
gether at the G–20 summit in London, the
NATO summit, and the EU-U.S. summit in
Prague. I value her wisdom and her candor, and
I admire very much her leadership and her
pragmatic approach to getting things done. She
and the German people have welcomed me to
Germany twice, during the NATO summit and
again this month in Dresden, and today I’m
pleased to return the hospitality.

Chancellor Merkel shares my belief that no
single nation can meet the challenges of our
time alone. Today we reaffirmed that the Unit-
ed States and Germany, one of our closest allies
and an indispensable partner, will continue to
play a leadership role across the range of chal-
lenges.

We’re building on the bold steps we took at
the G–20 summit by aggressively confronting
the global economic crisis. I underscored our
commitment to strengthening financial regula-
tions, and I welcomed Chancellor Merkel’s
commitment to reform. As we prepare for the
G–8 summit in Italy and look ahead to the G–20
summit in Pittsburgh, we agreed on the need to
avoid protectionism and to embrace concerted,
collective action that creates sustainable growth
and shared prosperity.

I reiterated America’s commitment to stand
with Germany and lead in confronting the ener-

gy and climate change crisis. And let me say,
Chancellor, that I’ve been very impressed by
Germany’s foresight and commitment to clean
energy, which I saw in the many wind turbines
as I traveled over the German landscape. And
it’s my hope that the United States will match
that commitment today when our House of
Representatives votes on a critical energy bill
that will promote a new generation of clean, re-
newable energy in our country.

The Chancellor and I discussed the tragic sit-
uation in Iran. Today we speak with one voice:
The rights of the Iranian people to assemble, to
speak freely, to have their voices heard, those
are universal aspirations. And their bravery in
the face of brutality is a testament to their en-
during pursuit of justice. The violence perpe-
trated against them is outrageous. Despite the
Government’s efforts to keep the world from
bearing witness to that violence, we see it, and
we condemn it. As I’ve said before, the Iranian
people will be the ultimate judge of their Gov-
ernment’s actions. But if the Iranian Govern-
ment desires the respect of the international
community then it must respect the rights and
heed the will of its people.

The Iranian Government also has other re-
sponsibilities. Working with Germany, our oth-
er European partners, as well as Russia and
China, we’re working to prevent Iran from de-
veloping a nuclear weapons capacity and un-
leashing a nuclear arms race in the Middle East.
We will encourage Iran to take a path that re-
spects international norms and leads to greater
security and prosperity for the Iranian people.

We also discussed the broader Middle East
and the need for all parties to redouble their ef-
forts to achieve lasting peace, including two
states, Israel and a Palestinian state, living side
by side in peace and security. And during our
recent visit to Buchenwald, Chancellor Merkel
spoke eloquently of Germany’s everlasting re-
sponsibility to the safety and security of Israel.
Going forward, Germany will remain a critical
partner in our efforts to bring safety and securi-
ty to Israelis, the Arab States, and Palestinians,
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who must reject violence and recognize Isra-
el’s right to exist.

We agreed that confronting violent extrem-
ism and preventing terrorist attacks demands
our continued commitment and a comprehen-
sive strategy in Afghanistan and Pakistan. This
includes dismantling and disrupting, defeating
Al Qaida and its allies. Germany has been a
strong partner in the NATO mission in Af-
ghanistan, and we honor those who serve
there, including American and German sol-
diers who gave their lives there this week.

As I prepare to visit Moscow, Chancellor
Merkel and I reaffirmed our commitment to a
more substantive relationship with Russia,
working with the Russian Government on is-
sues where we agree and honestly confronting
those areas where we disagree. In Moscow, we
will continue to explore ways in which the
United States and Russia can advance our
common interests, including our joint commit-
ment to reducing our nuclear arsenals and
strengthening the global nonproliferation re-
gime. 

Meeting these challenges will be neither
quick nor easy. But I’m reminded of a lesson
from my recent visit to Dresden. Chancellor
Merkel took me to a timeless Baroque church
devastated in the Second World War. For de-
cades it lay in ruin, a symbol of war. But thanks
to the donations of Germans and Americans
and people around the world, it was rebuilt,
and its glory was restored. Today, it stands as a
stunning symbol of what’s possible when coun-
tries and friends work together. And in that
spirit, I want to welcome my friend Chancellor
Merkel.

Chancellor Merkel. Well, thank you very
much, and let me say that we very much like to
remember—and when I say “we,” I mean the
whole of the German people. We have very
fond memories, I should say, of your visit to
Dresden, and also very moving memories of
your visit, Mr. President, to the former con-
centration camp of Buchenwald.

We celebrated on the 23d of May 60-year
anniversary of the Federal Republic of Ger-
many, and we’re more than aware of the fact
that Germany would not stand as it stands to-
day had not our American friends and partners

helped us after the end of the Second World
War. But we also know that now, in this 21st
century, challenges cannot be met by just one
nation going it alone. So we need to stand to-
gether, we need to do this together, and in this
spirit, we conducted our talks.

We had a number of issues on our agenda
today. I would like to underline that the Irani-
an people needs to be given the right to peace-
ful demonstrations; that the Iranian people has
the right to have votes recounted and the elec-
tion results substantiated; that the rights of hu-
man beings, of individuals, of citizens are indi-
visible the world over, and also apply, there-
fore, to the Iranian people.

We have to work to it that the Iranian nu-
clear program is stopped, that Iran does not
get possession of a nuclear weapon. In this
context, it is very desirable, of course—that al-
so looms large on our agenda—that the peace
process in the Middle East gains momentum,
that there is progress, visible progress here,
because that too might send out a positive
message to those forces in the Middle East
who are not ready to be peaceful.

Germany and America will work very close-
ly together on this, just as on the questions re-
lated to arms reduction and disarmament. We
would like to wish you, Mr. President Obama,
the best of success during the upcoming visit
to Russia. A partnership with Russia is very
important for Germany, also important for the
European Union. But we have every interest
also in seeing a very good relationship between
the United States of America and Russia. We
need Russia, for example, we need it looking
at the problems we have with Iran, and we
want to forge a common position wherever
possible with Russia, but also with China.
We’ve done that over the years in the format
of the United Nations with the number of res-
olutions that that needs to be continued.

We dealt with the preparation of the G–8
meeting that is upcoming and also the Pitts-
burgh meeting of the G–20. We’re on a good
path here. I think there’s been progress.

You have made very important steps here in
the United States as regards—as to financial
market regulation. We and the European
Union are also working on that. And in the
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summer of this year we can then sort of take
stock and see where these regulations meet and
try to create a level playing field for the rest of
the world. It makes it possible to boost competi-
tion, but that avoids a future crisis of this mag-
nitude.

We are very grateful that we are also able, to-
gether with the United States, to work on prin-
ciples as to how matters are to be taken into the
future after this crisis. But we now have to
emerge, obviously, from this crisis and recovery
of our economies is a great precondition for fur-
ther progress.

We talked about climate. Just as I did this
morning when I was in Congress, I said that this
is indeed a sea change that I see this upcoming
bill that was debated today in the House on cli-
mate. That this really points to the fact that the
United States are very serious on climate. And
this has—it should not be underestimated what
sort of opportunity this brings to us to come to a
good, a sustainable result during the Copenha-
gen conference.

I have been in many, many climate negotia-
tions and debates in my country, in the Europe-
an Union, so I know what’s at stake when you
talk about reduction targets, how tricky that is
when you try to come to certain common
ground; so I wish you every success. I hope that
you will come to a good result when the vote is
taken. I think it’s so important that we are at
one in saying we want a success in Copenhagen.
We need to talk to the emerging countries and
the emerging economies as to their possible
contribution. But the fact that with the United
States we stand where we stand today is an
enormous success, which I would not have
thought possible a year ago, let me be very seri-
ous.

Thank you very much for the gracious hospi-
tality offered to me and for the very extensive
exchange of views that we were having.

President Obama. We’ve got time for a few
questions, so I’m going to start with Jeff Zeleny
of New York Times.

Iran

Q. Thank you, Mr. President. A couple weeks
ago on Iran you suggested that there were few
differences with Mr. Mousavi and President

Ahmadi-nejad. I’m wondering if the ensuing
time since you made those comments have
changed your view on that? And will you apolo-
gize for interfering in Iranian affairs, as Presi-
dent Ahmadi-nejad suggested you should, or
does he need to apologize for saying that you
are, quote, “someone like President Bush?”
[Laughter]

And Chancellor Merkel——
President Obama. Well, Jeff, how many

questions are you getting in here, brother?
[Laughter] I think you got two in, and we want
to make sure we give some other folks a chance.

Well, first of all, what I said originally was
that given the structure of the Iranian Govern-
ment and that power resided ultimately with
Khamenei, the Supreme Leader, and given that
there weren’t at that point significant differenc-
es on the core national security interests that we
initially had talked about diplomatically—i.e.,
nuclear weapons development in Iran, the ex-
portation of terrorist activity—that we could not
automatically assume that there would be a
huge shift on those particular national security
issues depending on who won that election.

I think what’s absolutely clear is over the
course of subsequent days, that Mousavi has
shown to have captured the imagination or the
spirit of forces within Iran that were interested
in opening up, and that he has become a repre-
sentative of many of those people who are on
the streets and who have displayed extraordi-
nary bravery and extraordinary courage.

I continue to believe that, ultimately, it’s up
to the Iranian people to make decisions about
who their leaders are going to be. But as I said
this week, and I’ve said previously, a govern-
ment that treats its own citizens with that kind
of ruthlessness and violence and that cannot
deal with peaceful protestors who are trying to
have their voices heard in a equally peaceful
way, I think, has moved outside of universal
norms, international norms, that are important
to uphold.

And Chancellor Merkel and I share a—share
the belief that what’s happened in Iran is unac-
ceptable when it comes to violence against its
own citizens, and we call on the Iranian Gov-
ernment to uphold those international princi-
ples.
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What was the second part of your question
there, Jeff?

Q. Thank you, Mr. President. I was wonder-
ing if you had a response to his call for you to
apologize, or if he should apologize for calling
you someone like Bush.

President Obama. I don’t think—I don’t
take Mr. Ahmadi-nejad’s statements seriously
about apologies, particularly given the fact that
the United States has gone out of its way not to
interfere with the election process in Iran.
And I’m really not concerned about Mr. Ah-
madi-nejad apologizing to me. I would suggest
that Mr. Ahmadi-nejad think carefully about
the obligations he owes to his own people. And
he might want to consider looking at the fami-
lies of those who’ve been beaten or shot or de-
tained. And that’s where I think Mr. Ahmadi-
nejad and others need to answer their ques-
tions.

Relocation of Guantanamo Bay Detainees

Q. Mr. President, did you talk with the
Chancellor about the issue of Guantanamo
and the closure? What do you expect from
Germany? Do you expect that criminals can
come to our country as they can do to Italy, as
Prime Minister Berlusconi promised? 

[At this point, the reporter asked a question in
German, and it was translated as follows.]

Interpreter. Madame Chancellor, could you
make any commitments on this?

President Obama. Well, first of all, I have
discussed in the past with Chancellor Merkel
our interest in closing Guantanamo. I think it
has become a symbol internationally of the
United States straying from some of our core
ideals in our very legitimate pursuit of our na-
tional security and our concerns about interna-
tional terrorism. And we are going to be look-
ing for the help of our friends and our allies as
we execute that process, one that’s going to be
admittedly difficult politically.

And so in the past I’ve spoken not only to
Chancellor Merkel, but other European lead-
ers. We’re pleased that the EU provided a le-
gal framework for how to evaluate the detain-
ees that are in Guantanamo. And we have seen

a positive response from countries across Eu-
rope in the general sense of wanting to help.

And I think the particulars, the specifics of
what particular detainee might be transferred
where, those are still very preliminary discus-
sions. And I think that Chancellor Merkel, she
has an obligation, obviously, to make sure that
Germany’s national security interests come
first in these considerations. We understand
that, and we expect that we will continue to
have constructive negotiations on some of
these issues. But there have been no particular
requests made about X number of detainees
being placed by such and such a date, and
Chancellor Merkel has not made commit-
ments that are specific in that sort. The con-
versations have remained at a fairly general
level at this point.

Chancellor Merkel. Well, we did address
that issue, as it was said. And I made it very
clear that we’re not going to shirk that respon-
sibility. Our Minister of the Interior is respon-
sible for looking into the matter, and I said
that it might be a good idea to continue to
have very close contacts to the Home Secre-
tary here in the United States. These contacts
are already in existence because as we’ve gone
through—the question of what is to happen
with the former detainees of Guantanamo is
one thing; we’re at the beginning of a process.
We’re discussing that.

But let me tell you yet again very clearly, we
are not going to shirk that particular responsi-
bility, but it needs to be brought in line, as the
President says, with the legal situation we have
in Germany. We are showing a constructive
spirit, and we will come to a result. I’m confi-
dent of that.

President Obama. Don Gonyea [National
Public Radio].

Iran/Afghanistan

Q. Thank you, Mr. President, Madame
Chancellor. A question for each of you. On
Iran, do the events of the past few weeks and
even of the past couple of days indefinitely
stall your ability to have any kind of meaning-
ful dialog with them on the nuclear issue? And
frankly, are you just losing precious time on
that issue?
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And then on Iraq, an upsurge in violence—a
lot of bombings, a lot of deaths—does that give
you any second thoughts on the coming dead-
line to pull the combat troops from the cities?

President Obama. Well, on the Iranian issue,
I think that we are still waiting to see how the
situation in Iran plays out. Obviously, I contin-
ue to be deeply disturbed by reports of violence
that are taking place there. I continue to call on
the Iranian Government to deal with people
who are peacefully protesting, wanting their
voices to be heard, in a way that respects inter-
national principles.

There is no doubt that any direct dialog or di-
plomacy with Iran is going to be affected by the
events of the last several weeks. And we don’t
yet know how any potential dialog will have
been affected until we see what’s happened in-
side of Iran.

I will tell you—and this was the point that I
was making earlier in response to Jeff’s ques-
tion—we have a continuing set of national secu-
rity interests that are going to have to be dealt
with because the clock is ticking. Iran is devel-
oping nuclear capacity at a fairly rapid clip; they
have been doing so for quite some time. Iran’s
possession of nuclear weapons would trigger an
arms race in the Middle East that would be bad
not just for U.S. security, it would be bad for
the security of the entire region, including, by
the way, Iranian security.

And so even as we clearly speak out in a uni-
fied voice in opposition to the violence that’s
taken place in Iran, we have to also be steady in
recognizing that the prospect of Iran with a nu-
clear weapon is a big problem, and that we’ve
got to work in concert with the international
community to try to prevent that from happen-
ing.

So my expectation would be—and we did
discuss this—that you’re going to continue to
see some multilateral discussions with Iran.
There is a structure that exists, the P–5-plus-1
talks that include Russia and China. There are
going to be discussions that continue on the in-
ternational stage around Iranians’—Iran’s nu-
clear program. I think the direct dialog between
the United States and Iran and how that pro-
ceeds, I think we’re going to have to see how

that plays itself out in the days and weeks
ahead.

On Iraq, obviously, any time there’s a bomb-
ing in Iraq we are concerned. Any time there’s
loss of innocent life or the loss of military per-
sonnel, we grieve for their families and it makes
us pay attention. I will tell you, if you look at the
overall trend, despite some of these high-profile
bombings, Iraq’s security situation has contin-
ued to dramatically improve. And when I speak
to General Odierno and Chris Hill, our Ambas-
sador in Iraq, they continue to be, overall, very
positive about the trend lines in Iraq.

I think there’s still some work to do. I think
the Maliki Government is not only going to
have to continue to strengthen its security forc-
es, but it’s also going to have to engage in the
kind of political give-and-take leading up to the
national elections that we’ve been talking about
for quite some time. And I haven’t seen as
much political progress in Iraq, negotiations be-
tween the Sunni, the Shi’a, and the Kurds, as I
would like to see.

So there are always going to be—let me not
say “always”—there will continue to be inci-
dents of violence inside of Iraq for some time.
They are at a much, much lower level than they
were in the past. I think the biggest challenge
right now is going to be less those attacks by
remnants of Al Qaida in Iraq or other insurgent
groups, and the bigger challenge is going to be,
can the Shi’a, the Sunni, and the Kurds resolve
some of these major political issues having to do
with federalism, having to do with boundaries,
having to do with how oil revenues are shared.
If those issues get resolved, then I think you will
see a further normalization of the security at-
mosphere inside of Iraq.

Chancellor Merkel. On Iran, over the past
few weeks, we have seen horrifying scenes,
looking at how, for example, the security forces
there dealt with demonstrators. We will not for-
get this. And let me say that we shall do every-
thing in order to identify the exact number of
victims, who those victims were, how they dealt
with those demonstrators.

In this day and age of the 21st century, Iran
cannot count on the world community turning a
blind eye to this. We are able to see this
through images. My own experience from the
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GDR tells me that it is so important that one
knows when one is in such a situation that peo-
ple somewhere else in the world are knowl-
edgeable of what is happening to you.

And irrespective of that, the question that
Iran must not be allowed to regain the posses-
sion of their weapon is even more important,
without bringing, on the other hand, those in
Iran who would like to have a different system,
bringing them into difficulties. I mean, we
would like to have a diplomatic solution to pre-
venting Iran from gaining possession of a nu-
clear weapon.

So I completely agree with the President
here. We have to bring Russia and China
alongside in order to see to it that this solution
is brought about. The more resolve, the more
determination we show in doing that, the bet-
ter our prospects also for the Middle East
peace process. And I think we can be success-
ful also in the Middle East process, and then
be successful in our talks with Iran.

The President’s Impression of Germany/Envi-
ronment

[A reporter began to ask a question in Ger-
man, but the interpreter could not give a trans-
lation because of a technical problem. The re-
porter then continued in English as follows.]

Q. [Inaudible]—where’s Germany’s place?
And I’m asking for two reasons. You have a
half-sister, Auma; she studied in Heidelberg,
and I wanted to ask it already when I wrote the
biography about your life. And what did she
tell you about Germany? Has she had any un-
pleasant experience as an African woman in
Germany in the eighties?

And a second question, you visited Germa-
ny twice, but you broke with the tradition of
your predecessors to give interviews to the
media of the host country before. Why is this?
And how long do we have to wait—[laugh-
ter]—before you give—award a German out-
let with an interview? Maybe until November
9, or will it be a little bit earlier? I would be
very interested in that question.

And to the Chancellor——
President Obama. Would you like that in-

terview? [Laughter]

Q. If this is a commitment, I would appreci-
ate that very, very much. [Laughter]

Chancellor Merkel. We have to talk about
that. [Laughter] 

Q. Oh, you are coordinating your media
policy already? [Laughter]

[The reporter then continued in German, and
it was translated as follows.]

Interpreter. My second question is ad-
dressed to the Chancellor. You already made a
distinction yourself on climate policy between
the House of Representatives and the Senate.
But how optimistic are you, after the talks
you’ve had here, that more stringent rules on
climate change will be successful, not only in
the House but also pass through the Senate?
What would be the consequence of that if they
are not able to do this before the Copenhagen
conference? How, then, would America deal
with this situation? Have you received a reply
to this?

President Obama. First of all, in terms of
my emotional maps—[laughter]—the times
that I have visited Germany have been ex-
traordinary, and I’ve had a wonderful time.
And the people of Germany have, I think, re-
ceived me with great warmth and affection.
Keep in mind that, obviously, I visited Germa-
ny even before I was elected President, and
we had a pretty good rally in Berlin. It wasn’t
bad. And so I will always have, I think, a warm
spot in my heart for Germany, in part because
of the response and the reaction that I’ve re-
ceived from the German people.

I will tell you that part of the warmth I feel
toward Germany is because I like Chancellor
Merkel a lot. I’ve now dealt with a lot of world
leaders, and I think that Chancellor Merkel is
smart, practical, and I trust her when she says
something. And so that kind of approach is ex-
actly what you want from an international
partner. And I’ve very much enjoyed my inter-
actions with her and her team.

My sister, she obviously had a great time in
Heidelberg. When I met her, she was going
out with a German guy. And I don’t want to
comment on how that played itself out.
[Laughter] That may have an impact on how
she views Germany right now, but
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that’s—[laughter]—I think a little too personal
for a press conference.

Even though the question wasn’t directed at
me, I do want to make this point about climate
change. Europe, in many ways, over the last
several years has moved more rapidly than the
United States on addressing this issue. And I’ve
been very blunt and frank with Chancellor
Merkel that we are still working through, creat-
ing the framework where we can help lead the
international effort. I think that this legislation
that we are seeking to pass indicates enormous
progress from where we have been. But I think
we all recognize that there’s going to be more to
do, and that the United States is going to have
to work with Germany and other advanced
economies to make sure that our obligations are
clear. And then we’re going to have to work
with the emerging economies, which have enor-
mous potential for growth, but, unfortunately,
also have enormous potential for contributing
to greenhouse gases, so that their obligations
are clear.

And I’m the first one to acknowledge that the
United States, over the last several years, has
not been where we need to be. We’re not going
to get there all in one fell swoop, but I’m very
proud of the progress that’s being made, and I
think that the energy bill that’s being debated in
the House is an example of that progress. If we
can get that framework in place, I’m confident
the United States can be an important partner
in this process.

Chancellor Merkel. Well, you will understand
my refraining from commenting in any way on
the behavior of members of parliament who, af-
ter all, are free in their decisions. That would be
totally counterproductive. But I must say that
I’m very gratified to note that the President
feels 100 percent committed to this issue, which
has become apparent in all of our talks. He
wants to see to it that Copenhagen becomes a
success.

We are both convinced that this question of
climate change amounts to much more than
just numbers and targets. It means that we take
a commitment and shoulder a responsibility for
those countries in the world that will be far
more heavily affected by climate change, but
that we also feel committed to ensuring energy

security for our own countries. Dependence on
raw materials, on commodities, is also some-
thing that can bring us into very unpleasant po-
litical dependence. So it’s always good to look at
new technology, to use, for example, when you
have finite fuel sources, to deal with them re-
sponsibly and economically. And this is some-
thing that we’ve come out very strongly in favor
in our own countries, and we do it internation-
ally.

Let me, perhaps, say something on Auma in
Heidelberg. The book, “Dreams From My Fa-
ther,” she is telling us a little bit about her own
impressions in Heidelberg. You probably read
it. I found this very interesting because, on the
one hand, she describes us as a country where
quite quickly you have the impression that each
and every one needs to fend for his or her self;
there is not this big sort of community, the sort
of family network that protects you that you
have in Africa.

But then, as you go on throughout the book,
Auma tells you it was also something good, may-
be, because it strengthens people’s own sort of
awareness of their own self, of their own re-
sponsibility. And I think it’s very important to
look at this when we deal, for example, with Af-
rica—that on the one hand we accept that the
way that we live may sometimes be very tough,
tough on people, but on the other hand, we
should also, perhaps, in our dealings with the
Africans, address how certain things can be
dealt with more efficiently.

So it was, for me, a very enriching experience
to read this book, understand a lot of things
about her. And I think Heidelberg, after all, got
through this very well—she——

President Obama. Thank you very much, ev-
erybody.

NOTE: The President’s news conference began
at 11:58 a.m. in the East Room at the White
House. In his remarks, the President referred
to Iranian Presidential candidate Mir Hossein
Mousavi; Gen. Raymond T. Odierno, USA,
commanding general, Multi-National
Force—Iraq; and Prime Minister Nuri al-Mali-
ki of Iraq. Chancellor Merkel referred to Minis-
ter of the Interior Wolfgang Schaeuble of Ger-
many; and Secretary of Homeland Security
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Janet A. Napolitano. A reporter referred to
Prime Minister Silvio Berlusconi of Italy.
Chancellor Merkel and some reporters spoke

in German, and their remarks were translated
by an interpreter.

Statement on United Nations International Day in Support of Torture
Victims
June 26, 2009

Twenty-five years ago, the United Nations
General Assembly adopted the Convention
Against Torture, and 22 years ago this very
day, the convention entered into force. The
United States leading role in the negotiation of
the convention and its subsequent ratification
and implementation enjoyed strong bipartisan
support. Today we join the international com-
munity in reaffirming unequivocally the prin-
ciples behind that convention, including the
core principle that torture is never justified.

Torture violates United States and interna-
tional law as well as human dignity. Torture is
contrary to the founding documents of our
country and the fundamental values of our
people. It diminishes the security of those who
carry it out and surrenders the moral authority
that must form the basis for just leadership.
That is why the United States must never en-
gage in torture and must stand against torture
wherever it takes place.

My administration is committed to taking
concrete actions against torture and to address
the needs of its victims. On my third day in of-
fice, I issued an Executive order that prohibits
torture by the United States. My budget re-
quest for fiscal year 2010 includes continued
support for international and domestic groups
working to rehabilitate torture victims.

The United States will continue to cooper-
ate with governments and civil society organi-
zations throughout the international commu-
nity in the fight to end torture. To this end, I
have requested today that the Department of
State solicit information from all of our diplo-
matic missions around the world about effec-
tive policies and programs for stopping torture
and assisting its victims, so that we and our civ-
il society partners can learn from what others
have done. I applaud the courage, compassion,
and commitment of the many people and or-
ganizations doing this vitally important work.

Remarks on Energy Legislation
June 26, 2009

Today the House of Representatives took
historic action with the passage of the Ameri-
can Clean Energy and Security Act. It’s a bold
and necessary step that holds the promise of
creating new industries and millions of new
jobs, decreasing our dangerous dependence
on foreign oil, and strictly limiting the release
of pollutants that threaten the health of fami-
lies and communities and the planet itself.
Now it’s up to the Senate to take the next step.
And I’m confident that in the coming weeks
and months the Senate will demonstrate the
same commitment to addressing what is a tre-
mendous challenge and an extraordinary op-
portunity. 

As always happens when we debate issues of
this magnitude, we see lines of demarcation.
There are those who argue that the status quo
is acceptable, those who would have us contin-
ue our dependence on foreign oil and our reli-
ance on fossil fuels despite the risks to our se-
curity, our economy, and the planet. But the
American people know that the nation that
leads in building a 21st century clean energy
economy is the nation that will lead in creating
a 21st century global economy. I want America
to be that nation. And with this vote, the
House has put America on the path to being
that nation. 

The fact is, just weeks ago, few in Washing-
ton believed that this day would come to pass.
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